Argentina

Overview
Argentina is recovering from its economic and social crisis that began in 2001.  While indicators are improving, poverty levels and social inequality are all still high. The total fertility rate is close to replacement level at 2.2 lifetime births per woman and the population growth rate is 1.0 per cent. The demographic transition is producing an ageing population, which will become a key policy issue.
The year 2007 saw the election of the first woman president and the first woman governor of Tierra del Fuego province.  Women across the country have become more involved in the political arena.  They have served in traditionally male-dominated Cabinet-level positions; there are two women on the Supreme Court, and women are increasingly elected to provincial parliaments due to reserved seat quotas. Women are also taking advantage of increased educational opportunities.  
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) was approved by Congress in 2006. Despite advances in other areas, much work is still needed to overcome work-based discrimination and high levels of gender-based violence.  UNPFA has addressed this issue by producing and distributing materials about GBV which received high levels of media attention.  
Maternal mortality continues to be a key problem. Almost one third of maternal deaths are a result of complications from illegal abortions. The previous Minister of Health identified the decriminalisation of abortion as a key strategy to reduce maternal mortality and led an iniative to that effect with resulting political debate. Civil society groups organized campaigns and massive demonstrations in favor. However, ministerial support for legalized abortion has evaporated with the new administration.  
A National Program for Comprehensive Sexual Education was approved in 2006 and guidelines for school-based curricula have been developed. However, the implementation of these is being fought by conservative groups.  

