Armenia

Overview
After more than a decade of political stability, Armenia saw the outbreak of civil unrest in 2008. Despite the fact that the economy has been growing by double digit figures for the last seven years, the distribution of wealth still remains a concern. In 2003, the Government adopted a Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper, closely linked to the MDGs, as its major programme for the next 12 years.

Armenia continues to face challenges associated with depopulation and ageing. Slow population growth, resulting from declines in fertility rates and migration abroad, continues, but at a slower pace. The population growth rate increased from –0.5 per cent in 2005 to 0.2 per cent in 2009.  However, the proportion of the population aged 60 and over has changed little, dropping from 15 per cent in 2005 to 14 per cent in 2009. 

After a sharp deterioration in the mid-1990s, reproductive health indicators are gradually improving. Although knowledge of modern contraceptive methods among women is almost universal, their use has decreased over the last five years, the prevalence of contraceptive use is still low (19.5 per cent of women used a modern method in 2005). In an effort to encourage the use of quality services from the beginning of pregnancy, the Government has more than doubled the subsidy for giving birth, and is currently covering all the costs.

The Reproductive Health Initiative for Youth in the South Caucasus, a three-year regional initiative, aims to inform, educate and communicate with youth about their sexual and reproductive health and rights. It also has the goals of improving the availability and access to quality youth-friendly services, and strengthening the policy environment around these rights through national and regional networking. Beginning in 2009, life skills lessons are being taught in grades 8 and 9 in all schools in the country.

HIV/AIDS remains a major health challenge, though the prevalence rate is still low.  The ratio of women infected with HIV is increasing, implying that the infection may rapidly move towards the general population. STI rates showed an increase of more than 30 per cent between 2000-2005. In 2006, the National HIV/AIDS Prevention Strategy for 2007-2011 was developed and adopted, and is being supported though the Global Fund. 

The establishment of a new parliamentary working group on reproductive health and rights should keep these issues high on the Government’s agenda, and in turn help promote and further advance ICPD goals.

