Azerbaijan

Overview

Since Azerbaijan gained independence, significant political and socio-economic changes have occurred, aggravated by the burden of over 600,000 internally displaced persons as a result of the armed conflict in Daglik-Karabakh. In 2008, however, considerable progress was made toward a peaceful settlement. Despite vigorous growth, the economy still faces a number of challenges characterized by low per capita income levels and high unemployment rates. Roughly 35 per cent of the population of 8.8 million lives in extreme poverty. 

Azerbaijan’s population growth rate has gradually begun to increase, from 0.7 per cent per year in 2005 to 1.2 per cent in 2009. The fertility rate also declined from 2.9 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 2.4 in 2005.  Skilled personnel attend 88 per cent of all deliveries. The overall contraceptive prevalence rate is 51 per cent, however, use of modern methods accounts for about only 12 per cent.     

The second National Reproductive Health Strategy (2009-2015) has been endorsed by the Cabinet of Ministers. Key dimensions reflected in the document include improving maternal health standards, strategically addressing HIV/AIDS, and promoting young people’s reproductive health.

In 2006, UNFPA began the Reproductive Health Initiative for Youth in the South Caucasus, a regional project aimed at sustainable improvement of sexual and reproductive health and the rights of adolescents and young people in three countries. Under this project, numerous youth-oriented activities have been strengthened or initiated in Azerbaijan, including interventions to increase access to information and services.  

The State Programme on Poverty Reduction and Economic Development 2003-2012 (SPPRED), adopted in 2003, calls for increased opportunities for income generation and the development of infrastructure and improvements in social programmes, including access to high-quality health care and education.  

The Government of Azerbaijan has adopted and ratified a number of national and international legislative acts aimed at maintaining and reinforcing the equal status of women in all aspects of social life, and the protection of women’s rights. However, gender-based violence constitutes a particular public problem. In the country as a whole, as many as 40 per cent of women suffer from one or more forms of abuse.

