Bangladesh

Overview

Bangladesh, with an estimated population of more than 162 million, is the largest of the least developed countries. The population is young, with a little less than a third below age 15. It is also the most densely populated country in the world. Despite the density and the almost annual disasters of flooding and cyclones, Bangladesh continues to make progress towards the MDGs. Parliamentary elections took place in December 2008. The new Government, led by the Bangladesh Awami League, won with overwhelming and broad-based political support and is said to be in favor of many of the issues included in the ICPD agenda.  

The country has maintained a steady increase in per capita income, and poverty levels have been declining for some time. The number of deliveries attended by skilled professionals has also increased. The total fertility rate is 2.2 lifetime births per women, among the lowest in South Asia. 

Gender parity has been achieved in primary and secondary education, and female participation in wage employment and political activities is also visibly rising. The status of women in general, however, remains low in the society. Despite stringent laws to prevent gender-based violence and dowry, the reported incidence of violence against women remains high. Under the leadership of UNFPA, and with the involvement of nine UN agencies, a joint UN Programme to Address Violence against Women was developed and approved by the MDG Achievement Fund.

HIV/AIDS prevalence has remained low, though risk factors remain pervasive given the country’s large youth population, injecting drug users, commercial sex workers, men having sex with men, and rapid urbanization. Infant mortality has declined rapidly, with only neonatal mortality remaining high. The MDG not progressing as fast as it should be to meet its 2015 target is maternal mortality. The joint UN/Government of Bangladesh initiative on maternal and newborn health, led by UNFPA, is a major step towards accelerating further progress. 

