Belarus

Overview
The Republic of Belarus suffered severe economic consequences in the aftermath of the 1991 breakup of the former Soviet Union including a sharp decline in the demand for its heavy industries and devaluation of its currency. As a result, its ability to make progress on the MDGs was greatly hampered. One result was rising unemployment and under-employment which, in turn, caused a precipitous decline in fertility. The total fertility rate now stands at a low 1.3, although there has been a very modest recovery in recent years. Although there has been some improvement in life expectancy at birth since the breakup, life expectancy at birth for males is 63 years, 12 years below that of females. Female life expectancy is the same as in 1990 while male life expectancy is two years below the 1990 rate.

The population is 9.6 million and is declining at –0.5 percent per year. By mid-Century the population is expected to decrease to 7.3 million and to age considerably. In 2050, the percentage of the population above age 65 is projected to be 26 per cent. There have been some recent improvements in reproductive health indicators. In 2006, 73 perc ent of women were using some form of family planning, 57 per cent a modern method.

The spread of HIV/AIDS appears to have stabilized in the country, with 0.2 per cent of adults, aged 15-49, infected in both 2001 and 2007. An additional hopeful sign is that the prevalence of infection among young people aged 15-24, declined from 2001 to 2007, from 0.3 per cent to 0.1 per cent. At the same time, Ministry of Health statistics have shown a decrease in the number of abortions with a significant decrease in recent years, e.g., 38,784 abortions in 2007 compared with 58,351 in 2006. For the 2008-2011 strategic plan period, an increased number of players in the area of adolescent reproductive health has created both opportunities and challenges for addressing the issue. More resources and additional experience allow the move from the pilot project level to the strategic level of service provision for young people.

