Bolivia
Overview

Bolivia is ranked 117 out of 177 countries on 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. Rural-urban migration is increasing as a result of extreme poverty in rural areas. In its response to the UN 2007-08 survey of population policies, the Government viewed its fertility rate (3.4 births per woman) as satisfactory. However, the maternal mortality ratio — 290 deaths per 100,000 live births — is still one of the highest in Latin America and the Caribbean. The contraceptive prevalence rate of women aged 15 to 49 was 61 per cent for any method in 2009.

The HIV prevalence also increased. By 2005, nearly a quarter of registered cases were among youth aged 15 to 24 and the epidemic is becoming increasingly feminized. The Government, with assistance from NGOs and international agencies, including UNFPA, continues to make progress in reducing maternal mortality. The Universal Mother-Child Insurance scheme that provides free all SRH care, including antenatal postpartum and delivery care services, has led to an increase in the use of maternity services.  Births attended by skilled personnel have increased 66 per cent.

UNFPA supports the Bolivian Government in the training and management of a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant women by ensuring that the public education campaign integrates the ICPD and rights-based approach.  UNFPA also supports research and training to improve obstetric care in emergencies, improvements in skilled attendance at birth and the prevention of adolescent pregnancy. UNFPA has also engaged in policy dialogue at national and local level to support the enactment of the five-year plan of youth.

UNFPA has supported Bolivia in elaborating of Equal Opportunities´ Plan 2008-2012, which seeks to achieve gender equality. This Plan incorporates a strategic component that addresses gender violence involving all sectors. The Plan recognizes that 7 out of 10 women in Bolivia suffer some kind of violence in their homes, that 75 per cent of violence is repetitive, that most of it is not denounced and only a minor fraction is ruled in court, giving a broad sense of impunity to the issue of domestic violence.

The country has made significant progress in advancing sexual and reproductive health and rights since the ICPD in 1994.  However, a significant challenge remains in achieving universal access to SRH Services by 2015. 

