Burkina Faso
Overview

Burkina Faso’s population is estimated at 15.8 million. The country is committed to addressing the needs of youth, adolescents and women, while improving gender equity and the quality of and access to health care.  As one of the least developed countries in the world, characterized by a young population with 60 per cent under age 20, the Government is alarmed by continued high maternal, infant and childhood mortality. The maternal mortality ratio is around 700 maternal deaths per 100,000 births. Low contraceptive use contributes to high fertility rates.  Life expectancy is low (an average of 53 years) and school enrolment figures are very low — more so for girls than boys. At least half of the population lives on less than US$1.25 a day.

HIV/AIDS prevalence appears to be declining. However, the number of children orphaned by AIDS has increased from 77,000 in 2001 to 100,000 in 2007. The political commitment to combating HIV/AIDS has been considerably enhanced at high governing levels since Burkina Faso became eligible in 2002 for the Global Fund. This commitment includes active and sustained support of religious and traditional leaders, private companies, the army, NGOs, community organisations and a national network of people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Burkina Faso has recorded important progress on the MDGs, especially in the expansion of basic social services including education, health and drinking water. Primary education and literacy rates have increased; infant, child and maternal mortality rates – though still high – are declining and a greater share of babies are delivered with skilled attendants. By 2007, 74 per cent of the population had access to clean water.
