Burundi
Overview
Burundi is one of the poorest countries in the world — over half of its inhabitants live on less than US$1.25 per day. As the country prepares for an election in 2010, there is considerable turmoil. Returning refugees (95,000) have been involved in land disputes. Human rights violations have occurred, including an increase in sexual violence and the arrest of journalists. More than 100,000 internally displaced persons and 21,000 refugees from other countries are in need of assistance. As a consequence, population and health issues are not receiving as much attention as planned. 
The estimated 2009 population of 8.3 million is growing at 3 per cent per year. Fertility has fallen significantly since 1990, from 6.8 lifetime births per woman to 4.4 births per woman. The maternal mortality ratio, estimated at 1,100 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2005, is extremely high, as is infant mortality (108 deaths per 1,000 live births). Also of concern, less than 34 per cent of all births take place with skilled attendants and the contraceptive prevalence rate, 19.7 for any method in 2002, is low. HIV/AIDS also continues to be a priority concern. 

A new penal code meant to exact heavier penalties for sexual and gender-based violence has been stalled in Parliament. There is also a need for a new inheritance law to address inequities in property rights for women. These inequities contradict commitments Burundi has made to international agreements. 
On the positive side, family planning and birth-spacing are now more openly discussed. Free health care for pregnant women and children under age 5, decreed by the President in 2006, has been a success, suggesting that the low rate of births attended by skilled personnel was a financial rather than a cultural issue. UNFPA began a new family planning programme initiative in 2007, and its involvement with the Peacebuilding Fund’s Youth Project has given it high visibility. UNDP has taken over the main skills and economic empowerment portions of the youth programme and UNFPA focuses on training and sensitization in life skills for youth. UNFPA provided substantial input into the National Strategy for Reproductive Health drafted in 2007. UNFPA has also initiated discussion with UNICEF for a joint programme for the medical care of victims of gender-based violence. 

