Côte d’Ivoire
Overview

Côte d’Ivoire is a country of 21.1 million people whose health indicators and infrastructure have deteriorated as a result of years of armed conflict. Presently 684,000 internally displaced persons and nearly 25,000 refugees add to the demands on a system that is suffering the loss of employment, the departure of trained medical personnel and the destruction of medical facilities. The population is growing at 2.3 per cent per year. Violence against women was up 13 per cent in 2008, and HIV prevalence is more than twice as high among women as among men. Human rights violations of all kinds are reported.
This environment has allowed little progress in meeting the targets set by the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs. Maternal mortality has not improved, and less than 57 per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel. While fertility has fallen, it remains high at 4.5 lifetime births per woman. Contraceptive use is low. Adolescent fertility, while still high (111 per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19) is half of its 1990 level. After years of stagnation and reversals, infant mortality has declined from 112 in 1990 to 89 per 1,000 live births (2007). 

In such a political and social context, UNFPA has continued its support of reliable and relevant data collection. It has supported an investigation of obstetric fistula and of the steps needed to treat and reintegrate women who have become social outcasts as a result of this condition. UNFPA is reinforcing the capacity of the Government to prepare for a post-crisis rebuilding: an office of population and institutions and strategies to further gender equality and combat violence against women. Plans are being developed to rehabilitate maternal health facilities, provide for the needs of displaced persons and to address the reproductive health needs of youth. UNFPA has also initiated actions to address the increasing prevalence of HIV/AIDS among young people, especially young women. UNFPA has joined with partners in promoting the female condom and economic empowerment for young women as avenues to reduce their vulnerability.
