Cambodia
Overview

Cambodia, with a population of 14.8 million, is one of Asia’s least developed countries. The population is young and highly transient, especially during seasonal food shortages. Almost 21 per cent of the population lives in urban areas, placing pressure on housing, infrastructure, waste, sanitation and water and food supplies. Moreover, rapid urbanization tends to concentrate poverty in urban slums. 

In recent decades, Cambodia has seen a steady decline in poverty and great improvements in access to education and health services. Infant and child mortality rates, while still high, have also decreased, while child nutrition has further improved. Maternal mortality, however, remains high at 540 deaths per 100,000 live births. There has been only slow to moderate increases in family planning, deliveries by skilled health personnel and the use of antenatal care. The demand for delivery by skilled health personnel is high, but cost and distance make accessibility difficult. Midwives are in short supply. 

HIV/AIDS prevalence is declining in Cambodia. There are, however, new high risk groups of married women, children, youth, men who have sex with men, drug users and migrants. Awareness about sexually transmitted diseases is limited, especially among youth. The new Health Strategic Plan (2008-2015) of the Ministry of Health prioritizes issues regarding reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health.

There is now greater awareness of women’s rights and perceptions regarding women’s role in society are changing. However, gender gaps in literacy and education, while narrowing, still persist. The number of women in senior government positions also remains low. Violence against women is highly prevalent in Cambodian society. The National Action Plan to Combat Violence Against Women is being implemented in accordance with the 2005 Law on the Prevention of Domestic Violence and Protection of Victims. 

