Cape Verde

Overview

Cape Verde, with an estimated population of 506,000, is on track to achieve a number of the MDGs for health. The country’s infant mortality rate fell to 24 per 1,000 live births in 2007, the maternal mortality ratio declined to 210 deaths per 100,000 live births and the number of births attended by a skilled attendant increased to nearly 78 per cent. The adolescent fertility rate (92 births per 1,000 girls aged 5 to 19) remains unacceptably high.
In January 2008, Cape Verde began the transition away from designation as one of the least developed countries. Poverty declined from nearly 37 per cent of the population in 2001 to 27 per cent in 2007. The contraceptive prevalence rate has reached 61 per cent, although this is in jeopardy as most reproductive health commodities are provided by donors. Only UNFPA supports the Government guarantee of access to contraception for men and women. The Government also remains concerned about the high rate of population growth and the young age structure. A population census is scheduled for 2010.
The 2nd Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (May 2008) aims to promote economic growth, improve living conditions and guarantee social welfare and strengthen the capacity of the poor, especially female-headed households since more than 80 per cent of children are born outside of marriage. Decentralization of services is considered an important strategy for reaching the poor. Because of early initiation of sexual activity and increasing rates of HIV/AIDS, the Government, with UNFPA support, has opened youth counseling centres and integrated reproductive health information and education into youth programmes. However, inadequate funds were allocated to the Ministry for Youth to cover these services.
Cape Verde has a Strategic Plan to Combat AIDS and a National Plan to Prevent Maternal and Infant Mortality. The National Plan for Gender Equality and Equity has had some success: the number of women in Parliament has increased to 40 per cent, advancing Cape Verde’s progress in achieving gender equity and addressing gender-based violence. There is concern that graduation of the country from least developed status could decrease donor resources, making it more difficult for Cape Verde to meet the MDGs after 2010.
