Central African Republic
Overview

The Central African Republic (CAR), a country of 4.4 million people, is one of the poorest countries in the world, ranked 178 out of 179 on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. Political instability and lack of public security have continued to compound the country’s economic and social development. More than 197,000 persons are internally displaced, and gender-based and sexual violence are prevalent in the conflict areas of the north. The country’s health system remains insufficient, with outdated infrastructure and maldistribution of qualified health personnel. The total fertility rate is 4.7 lifetime births per woman, and only about 19 per cent use any method of contraception.
The population growth rate of 1.9 per cent per year hinders efforts to improve the standard of living, particularly among women, young people and those living in rural areas. Adolescent fertility is high at 134 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. The maternal mortality ratio is 980 deaths per 100,000 live births, and infant mortality is 113 deaths per 1,000 live births. Only about 54 per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel. The Government is concerned about high maternal and childhood mortality, low life expectancy and increasing HIV/AIDS prevalence, especially among women and girls, but safety and peace are needed for progress. CAR also has a significant number of AIDS orphans and other vulnerable children. 

UNFPA and other organizations are involved in improving maternal and neonatal health, increasing access of young people to sexual and reproductive health information and services and combating gender-based violence. Serious security issues in CAR affect the implementation of programs and particularly limit the follow-up and evaluation of activities on the ground. 

The visibility of UNFPA was reinforced in 2008 through the dissemination of an Atlas of the Central African Republic, which provides the Government and other decision-makers and development partners with recent data on the socio-demographic situation of the country, and with information necessary to implement, follow-up and evaluate progress on the Poverty Reduction Strategy and the MDGs. Further efforts are needed to reinforce national capacities in the collection, analysis, dissemination and use of data.
