Chad 

Overview

Chad – one of the 49 least developed countries – has struggled after years of war and political instability and continues to be hampered by internal conflict, violence and insecurity. 
With an estimated 2009 population of 11.2 million and a population growth rate of 2.5 per cent per year, Chad faces considerable challenges. The total fertility rate of 6.1 lifetime births per woman, high adolescent fertility rate (193 births per 1,000 adolescents aged 15 to 19) and extremely low contraceptive use rate (less than 3 per cent) compound the country’s problems. The maternal mortality ratio is 1,500 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births, among the highest in the world. The infant mortality rate of 124 infant deaths per 1,000 live births remains unacceptably high. Chad has also been hard hit by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

With the help of the UNHCR, Chad continues to deal with more than 302,000 refugees from the Central African Republic and Sudan, and nearly 167,000 internally displaced persons (IDP). International donors, including UNFPA, have provided essential medicines, contraceptives and safe delivery kits for refugees and IDPs. Some NGOs have withdrawn from the refugee camps and IDP sites due to insecurity.
In 2008, UNFPA supported revisions to include infant mortality in the 2007 road map designed to accelerate reduction in maternal and neonatal mortality; a situation analysis and a national strategic plan on reproductive health and child survival; and the revision of the national obstetric fistula strategy. These documents should help Chad raise funds to carry out the strategies. As an oil-producing country, the Government has been able to mobilize donor resources as well as contribute 50 per cent of total costs for population and development activities in 2008. With UNFPA leadership, a Gender Thematic Group was established and steps were taken to address gender-based violence. Chad is in the process of conducting its second population census, which should provide information on progress towards reaching the objectives of the ICPD Programme of Action or the MDGs. 

