China
Overview

China’s rapid economic growth in recent decades has translated into general improvements in quality of life but has also increased socio-economic, geographical and gender inequalities. Urbanization and increasing migration may further exacerbate inequality and development gaps. 

In May 2008, a devastating earthquake hit Sichuan Province. About 70,000 people were killed and more than 18,000 are still missing. Many of the dead and injured were school children.
China has achieved most ICPD indicators and has made great progress towards the MDGs. It has met targets for poverty, hunger, illiteracy and infant and under-5 mortality rates. China is also on track to reduce maternal mortality and to control HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis, potentially achieving these targets by 2015. The largest gap under the MDG for improving maternal health is in access to reproductive health and unmet need for family planning and reproductive health information and services, particularly among unmarried people. 

The “one-child” family planning policy has a large impact on the aging of the Chinese population. An increasing proportion of those aged 65 and older will create major challenges for China’s future development.  

China also faces a growing HIV/AIDS epidemic. The incidence of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) has also dramatically increased in recent years, especially among young people aged 15 to 24. No specific law ensures and protects young people’s sexual and reproductive health and rights.  

Gender inequality has narrowed, characterized by a declining gap in education, lower maternal mortality and an increase in life expectancy for women. However, the proportion of women and girls infected by HIV or other STIs has increased rapidly in recent years. Sex ratio at birth has also increased despite reductions in some provinces. Discrimination against girls is seen in the sex ratio of the under-5 mortality rate. Still lacking are comprehensive legal protection and rights of particularly vulnerable women such as sex workers or migrant workers.
