Croatia
Overview

In June 1991, Croatia declared independence from the former Yugoslavia and became a sovereign state. At present, the country has candidate status for membership in the European Union. Croatia continues to suffer from the effects of regional wars, which led to a dramatic decline in industry and employment and to a sharp increase in poverty.
Croatia’s population is 4.4 million, but is declining at -0.1 per cent per year. Because of a low total fertility rate of 1.4 lifetime births per woman, the country’s population is expected to decline to 3.8 million by 2050. As a result of the low birth rate, rapid societal ageing is becoming a serious concern. In 2009, 23 per cent of the population was aged 60 and older and that proportion is expected to rise to 35 per cent by mid-century. In response to the 2007 UN survey on population policies, Croatia stated that the level of fertility was too low and steps should be taken to raise it. Ageing and the size of the labour force were cited as major concerns. In addition, Croatia has been encouraging the return of citizens who have emigrated.
Croatia has a low HIV prevalence rate. But rapid social changes, an economic crisis, and increased injecting drug use may facilitate HIV’s rapid spread. The Government provides reproductive health services through state health-care facilities and purchases contraceptive supplies. There has been good progress on the MDGs. The death rate of children under age 5 declined from 13 child deaths per 1,000 births in 1990 to 6 in 2007. There has also been a sharp increase in the percentage of seats in Parliament held by women, from 7.9 per cent in 1997 to 20.9 per cent in 2009. The youth unemployment rate fell from 40.2 per cent in 1991 to 24.0 per cent in 2007. While still high, progress on this economic goal indicates that employment opportunities for new labour force entrants are improving.
