Cyprus

Overview

The Mediterranean island of Cyprus has experienced decades of communal strife. Hostilities in 1974 divided the island into two de facto autonomous areas—a Greek Cypriot area controlled by the internationally recognized Cypriot Government and a Turkish-Cypriot area recognized only by Turkey. The Greek Cypriot-controlled Republic of Cyprus joined the European Union in May 2004. Significant economic disparities remain between the Greek and Turkish areas.

Cyprus’ population is estimated at about 870,000, with a growth rate of 1.0 per cent per year. The total fertility rate is well below replacement level, at 1.5 lifetime births per woman. This low rate has led to population ageing, with 18 per cent aged 60 and older. The Government views the fertility level and growth rate as too low, and population ageing is a major concern. 

Cyprus has achieved a low infant mortality rate, 6 infant deaths per 1,000 live births, and a low maternal mortality ratio of 10 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births, partly due to the high percentage of births attended by skilled personnel. The Family Planning Association of Cyprus offers comprehensive reproductive health services and over one half of married women use modern contraception. Most contraceptive methods are available in pharmacies or from the private and non-governmental sectors. The Government is concerned about adolescent fertility and the Family Planning Association offers workshops on sexual education to high school and college students.  

The Government recognizes the importance of women’s empowerment and gender equality, and has taken measures to increase the number of women employed. Currently, women represent 14.3 per cent of the national legislature, up from 1.8 per cent in 1990.
