Dominican Republic
Overview

The Dominican Republic is an island country of 10.1 million that shares its only border with Haiti, the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. In 2007, the Dominican Republic sustained an economic growth rate of 9 per cent in relation to its GDP, and 8 per cent inflation. The economy is mainly dependent on tourism and remittances from workers living abroad.  Although the Dominican Republic ranked 91 out of 179 countries on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index, it has risen in the ranks and a number of health indicators have improved. Lifetime fertility has fallen to 2.6 births per woman and 73 per cent of women aged 15 to 49 now use a method of contraception. Nearly all births (98 per cent) are attended by skilled personnel. The decline in maternal mortality to 150 deaths per 100,000 live births follows implementation of the Zero Tolerance Plan for Maternal Mortality. The adolescent fertility rate however, remains high at 98 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19. 
A new Family Health Insurance Plan, approved in 2007 provides health care services for the whole population, including reproductive health services and a number of HIV and AIDS related services. It is expected to benefit about 2 million people. National Plan for Gender Equality 2007-2017, a Government-wide plan to promote gender equality and protect the human rights of women and adolescent girls, was developed with the support of UNFPA and the Government of Spain. UNFPA also assisted with the establishment of "Women Affairs Offices" in each government ministry. Significant advances were made in the provision of training and sensitization of staff in gender-based violence, equity, rights and HIV/AIDS prevention for the armed forces and the national police. With UNAIDS, UNICEF and PAHO, UNFPA has worked on establishing the linkage between gender-based violence and HIV/AIDS. Despite the many efforts being conducted by both government and civil society, awareness-creation about discrimination and violence against women and girls still needs to make greater progress. 
UNFPA is providing technical and financial support to the National Statistics Office for the 2010 census round as well as assisting with the development of new policies and protocols for Emergency Obstetric Care and training of health personnel. With USAID/Deliver, UNFPA is working to strengthen procurement of reproductive health commodities. 

