Ecuador

Overview

Ecuador has recovered from its recent social crisis and has rebounded to its mid-1990 poverty level.  Key advances have been made in the national commitment to reduce poverty, including the creation of a Secretariat to implement the MDGs and the publication of the first national MDG report.  
The total fertility rate has decreased from 3.7 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 2.5 in 2009.  The resulting change in the age distribution is creating a youth bulge; 15-20 year olds account for almost 30 per cent of the population.  Additionally, international migration has increased to almost 10 per cent of the population, leading to changing economic, social and cultural patterns for migrants and those they leave behind, mostly women and children.
As with other Latin American countries, Ecuador is experiencing a strong resurgence of conservative and religious groups opposed to sexual and reproductive rights, illustrated by their opposition to a broadening of the right to abortion in cases of rape or incenst and a general resistance to sexual education and condom distribution in many provinces.  However, a National Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights policy, developed through a participative process, was approved in 2005.  

The country has a National Development Plan for the first time in many years, which runs through 2010.  Its goals include increasing life expectancy through lowering adolescent pregnancies and maternal mortality. Additionally, a Presidential decree and plan have launched the Government’s fight against gender-based violence for the first time. 
UNFPA is working to take advantage of the youth bulge by mobilising youth volunteer networks to conduct peer education through radio programs and print publications about sexual and reproductive health and rights.  Their participation, in coordination with women’s and social movements, has helped defend the National Health Law and access to emergency contraception.
