Egypt
Overview
Egypt’s population of 83 million lives on just 6 per cent of the country’s land area. It is classified as a middle-income country. The total fertility rate is 2.8 lifetime births per woman and the population is growing at a rate of 1.8 per cent per year. Fertility rates have dropped as a result of a successful national family planning programme. Among women of reproductive age, 60 per cent are using a method of contraception. The maternal mortality ratio was 130 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2005. Nearly 79 per cent of births are assisted by a skilled attendant and 60 per cent of births take place in a health care facility. The infant mortality rate was 30 per 1,000 live births in 2007. 

The HIV/AIDS pandemic is classified as “low level.” However, female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) is still widely practiced. About 80 per cent of mothers have a circumcised daughter. The Parliament recently passed laws criminalizing FGM/C and raised the age of marriage to 18. Egypt is making progress towards reaching the MDGs and the ICPD Programme of Action goals. Nevertheless, the country lags in empowering women and providing more equitable access to quality education. Though the net primary school enrolment ratio has improved, the percentage enroled is still higher for boys than for girls. To address these inequities, the Government established the National Council for Women, which aims to repeal discriminatory laws and improve women’s access to education and jobs. Concern about adolescent fertility motivated NGOs, development agencies and government institutions to initiate reproductive and child health education and establish adolescent reproductive health clinics. A newly formed Council for Human Rights will work to ensure that Egypt’s National Development Plan adopts a human rights-based approach. 
In collaboration with UNICEF and the Population Council, UNFPA is involved in carrying out a National Young People survey, the first such survey in 10 years. Egypt’s President and all Cabinet members attended a National Population Conference. The Population Strategy and Workplan will help renew the country’s commitment to addressing population and development challenges. 
