Equatorial Guinea
 

Overview

Equatorial Guinea is a country of 676,000 with a population growth rate of 2.5 per cent per year. Despite new and expanding oil-generated revenue representing the major share of the GDP and Government revenue, the country’s infrastructure remains weak, and its health profile is similar to many least developed countries. The infant mortality of 91 deaths per 1,000 live births indicates that nearly 1 in 10 infants dies in the first year of life.   A high influx of migrant workers for the oil industry is contributing to the increasing prevalence of HIV/AIDS
 

There have been some improvements: while maternal mortality remains high (680 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2005), it has declined from 880 in 2000. Nearly 65 per cent of women now have a skilled attendant at birth. However, fertility has fallen only slightly, to 5.3 lifetime births per woman in 2005, and, adolescent fertility is considered a major problem. (128 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19). Only 10 per cent of women use any method of contraception. With nearly 45 per cent of the population under the age of 15, Equatorial Guinea needs more youth-friendly reproductive health information and services.  
 

To speed progress towards meeting ICPD goals and the MDGs, a new strategic plan was adopted by the Ministry of Health in 2008. The plan calls for integrated services for maternal health, prevention of transmission of HIV from mother to child, prevention and treatment of STIs, and reinforcement of the capacity of communities to ensure women’s rights and reduce maternal and neonatal deaths. It plans to augment the availability of qualified health staff to serve the needs of women and newborns, and reinforce institutional capacities in planning, management, monitoring and evaluation of maternal and neonatal services and health. The government has pledged to finance these objectives through 2020. Women’s rights and violence against women and girls are also receiving attention via a new family legal code which was passed in 2006. UNFPA will continue to provide support to human resources and training.
