Ethiopia
Overview
Ethiopia, the second largest country in Africa, is one of 49 least developed countries. With a projected 2009 population of 82.8 million, Ethiopia is growing at the rate of 2.6 per cent, adding about 2 million people to its population each year. Nearly half of Ethiopia’s inhabitants are young, and 84 per cent live in rural areas, making it more difficult to expand education and health services to them. In 2005, 14.7 per cent of women aged 15 to 49 used a method of contraception. Women have on average 5.3 births (TFR) and less than 6 per cent of births are delivered by skilled attendants. Ethiopia has among the highest levels of unmet need for contraception in Africa. 

Increasingly, the Government is giving greater attention to population in formulating development strategies, and has recognized population growth as one of the main obstacles to poverty reduction. The 2005-2010 Plan for Accelerated and Sustained Development to End Poverty (PASDEP) includes reducing the TFR to 4 by 2010. There are concerns about food insecurity, population pressure on the land, and low incomes in rural areas. Ethiopia also has about 85,000 refugees in need of humanitarian assistance. 
Ethiopia has made significant gains in girls’ enrollment in primary and secondary school. The age at marriage rose by almost two years between 2000 and 2005. Marriage remains early, especially in rural areas, where it is closely followed by early childbearing. The adolescent fertility rate is 109 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. In 2008, UNFPA supported training of health providers in providing long term methods of contraception and capacity building in management information systems. With the aim of reducing maternal and neonatal mortality, a key thrust of UNFPA’s work in Ethiopia is to support non-physician clinicians in providing emergency obstetric care. UNFPA has assisted the Government in setting up training in five universities for master’s degree programs in emergency obstetric care as well as a national capacity building program in five schools of midwifery. With UNICEF, UNFPA has initiated a program to address the vulnerability of youth to HIV/AIDS. More attention is needed to implement strategies developed to improve gender equality and reduce gender-based violence. 
