FIJI

Overview
Fiji is made up of 300 islands. The majority of the popula​tion lives on the two largest islands and one half live in urban areas. With an estimated population of 850,000, Fiji is one of the most populous island countries in the region. Just over one third of the population lives below the national poverty line. The economy is based on tourism, gold, forestry, sugar and garment exports, although the latter two are in decline.
Health and welfare standards in Fiji are good compared with other Melanesian countries. Life expectancy for women is over 70 years and infant and maternal mortality is low. Essential and basic health care are provided through a decentralised govern​ment-run service. Politi​cal instability, however, is a significant factor in driving health professionals out of the government sector. Although private-sector health care is growing, it remains concentrated in urban areas. 

Although Fiji has no explicit population policy, reproductive health services are well integrated into the Government’s primary health-care system. Nearly 100 per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel, but unmet need for contraception remains at 20 per cent. The education and health sectors account for the largest expenditure of Government funds. The health budget includes HIV/AIDS activities and contraceptives. Tuition for primary school education is free and the ratio of girls to boys enrolled is nearly 100 per cent for both primary and secondary education.
Fiji has a growing civil society sector, with a number of development partners involved in UNFPA activities. Fiji signed its accession to CEDAW in 1995 and is one of several Pacific countries to have reported to the UN Committee on its commitment. Fiji has already achieved most of the ICPD goals and is on track to achieve the MDGs by 2015.
