French Polynesia

Overview

French Polynesia, an overseas territory of France since 1946, transitioned to overseas lands of France in early 2004. Its autonomy has been considerably expanded since then, though it still has no autonomy in areas relating to police and justice, monetary policy, tertiary education, immigration and defense and foreign affairs. French Polynesia consists of four volcanic archipelagoes and one coral archipelago, including 118 islands and atolls. The percentage of land area covered by forest was 29 per cent in 2005. 
The population of French Polynesia is 269,000, with about one half living in urban areas. French Polynesia shifted from a subsistence agricultural economy to an economy characterized by large employment in the military and tourism at the beginning of France’s military presence in 1962. With the decline in the military component since 1996, tourism is a primary source of income and makes up a quarter of GDP. 

The total fertility rate has fallen greatly in recent decades, from more than 5 lifetime births per women in the early 1970s to a current rate of 2.1. The country’s population is growing at 1.2 per cent per year. Life expectancy at birth is 77.2 years for women and 72.4 years for men, with those aged 60 and older accounting for 8.8 per cent of the total population.  
The delivery of public and private health-care services has been significantly strengthened in recent years, as has public health infrastructure. Tuberculosis prevalence has been cut by more than half, from 67.1 to 31.6 per 100,000 between 1990 and 2007, and its incidence was 27.1 per 100,000 in 2007. Everyone has access to an improved drinking water source and 98 per cent have access to an improved sanitation facility. The nutritional status of the population has also improved markedly. The percentage of the population undernourished, or below the minimum level of dietary energy consumption, was less than 5 per cent in 2004. 
