Republic of Georgia
Overview

Following its independence in 1991, Georgia suffered a dramatic socio-economic downturn, further compounded by civil war and a series of armed conflicts resulting in the displacement of more than 290,000 people, growing poverty and widening social disparities. In response to the latest conflict, UNFPA has deployed mobile teams to provide women with quality reproductive health services.
Increasing emigration resulting from high poverty and unemployment has contributed to Georgia’s negative population growth rate (–1.1 per cent). Fertility also fell below the replacement level over the last decade and continued to decline (1.6 lifetime births per woman in 2009). This low fertility rate has resulted in a rapidly ageing population. The proportion of adults aged 60 and over reached 19 per cent in 2009. 

After the Rose Revolution in November 2003, the new Government reaffirmed Georgia’s commitment to ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs and accelerated the process of reforms aimed at reducing poverty and improving the population’s social and health status. Beginning in 2008, the health financing system in Georgia is based on a private health insurance system and almost all health facilities are moving towards privatization. The Government has placed special emphasis on protecting the health of pregnant women and infants, providing antenatal care services free of cost and subsidizing the cost of hospital delivery care through delivery vouchers. 

The Government, together with donors, has prioritized and is addressing a number of health threats to the population and especially vulnerable or at-risk groups. These priorities include maternal and child health, reproductive health, chronic diseases, HIV/AIDS, STIs and tuberculosis. A Global Fund-supported project focused on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria directly supports the Government of Georgia to implement its National Plans of Action to combat these diseases.

In 2006, UNFPA launched a three-year regional project, the Reproductive Health Initiative for Youth in the South Caucasus. Interventions focus on making youth sexual behavior safer through increasing awareness and improved knowledge of sexual and reproductive health and rights and increasing youth-friendly services.

