Guadeloupe
Overview

Guadeloupe, a chain of eight small islands in the Caribbean, is an overseas department of France with the same political status as metropolitan departments. Guadeloupe has achieved high health indicators and life expectancy. The country’s population of 465,000 is growing slowly at a rate of 0.3 per cent per year. Virtually all inhabitants of Guadeloupe live in urban areas.  

The country’s total fertility rate is 2.1 lifetime births per woman. Overall, reproductive health indicators are positive, with a moderately high level of contraceptive prevalence, low level of maternal mortality and high level of skilled attendance at birth. Although no survey has been completed since the mid-1970s, contraceptive use is estimated at about 44 per cent among women aged 15 to 49. Maternal mortality is low, 5 deaths per 100,000 live births. Almost 100 per cent of women receive skilled attendance at birth. The adolescent fertility rate is 28 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. 
A five-year perinatal plan began in 1996, with 13 measures to improve the monitoring of pregnancy and birth conditions, including media campaigns, dissemination of good clinical practice cards to professionals and restructuring of maternity wards.
Guadeloupe supports family planning, sex education and women’s development. Sex education is included in the secondary school curricula and the Government has established a Women’s Desk in Guadeloupe. Access to family planning for everyone, including minors, is fully guaranteed by law, as is gender equality. The government offers family planning services in its maternal and child health centres and hospitals. 

