Guatemala

Overview

Guatemala’s population growth remains high at 2.4 per cent per year. While still relatively high, the total fertility rate has decreased from 5.6 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 4.0 in 2009. 

Guatemala’s population of 14.0 million continues to face inequalities in economic resources, land distribution and access to quality health services and education. In an effort to remedy these problems, the Presidential administration that took office in 2008 is prioritizing the social sector.  Notably, a conditional cash transfer program with health and education conditionalities, “Mi Familia Progresa”, is being implemented in 90 municipalities.  
 
The Ministry of Health is implementing its first National Maternal Mortality Reduction Plan.  As part of their inter-institutional plans, departments have allocated more than US$7.5 million for implementation.  Additionally, the government continues to increase its payment for contraceptive supplies, from 5 per cent in 2002 to 50 per cent in 2007 to a planned 70 per cent in 2008.  Another priority is reduction of violence against women.  UNFPA is supporting Government agencies in their work on this issue and the Congress in the approval and implementation of a law against femicide and other forms of violence.  
UNPFA continues to support the Government’s implementation of the Law on Social Development and the Alliance of Evangelical Churches, which has incorporated themes on sexual and reproductive health and violence against women in its work in rural communities and with radio programs.

The increased presence of very conservative, religious groups threatens to derail the implementation of sexual and reproductive health programs through increased influence in the Ministry of Health and the newly created Family Ministry. Additionally, institutional weakness of the Ministry of Health and a lack of financial resources continues to hinder efforts to meet the reproductive health needs of the population, especially among marginalized populations.
