India
Overview

With over one billion people, India has the second largest population in the world. If fertility rates continue at present levels, India will surpass China as the most populous country by 2050. India is one of the six fastest growing economies in the world, and the percentage of India’s population living below the poverty line has declined in recent decades.

India’s population and development challenges include improving reproductive health service delivery, reducing maternal mortality, preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS and improving adolescent sexual and reproductive health. Almost half of married women of reproductive age use modern contraceptives, but the rate must increase considerably if the country’s population goals are to be achieved. Though the maternal mortality ratio is declining, the average remains high at 450 deaths per 100,000 live births, and tremendous regional differences exist. Overall, 0.3 per cent of those aged 15 to 49 are infected with HIV/AIDS. More than 100 districts are considered high prevalence: HIV prevalence of more than 1 per cent in antenatal women or more than 5 per cent in high-risk groups, or both. Nearly one fifth of India’s population is between ages 10 and 19. Teenage pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections and rising rates of HIV among this age group are troubling. 
Correcting the sex ratio is also a major challenge. There are many more boys than girls due mainly to the use of ultrasounds to determine the sex of the fetus. Enforcement of stringent laws against prenatal sex selection is difficult. At the heart of the issue is the low status of women and discrimination against girls.
UNFPA plays a lead role in providing technical assistance on key reproductive health issues and participates in national program review processes. UNFPA collaborates with implementing partners to work on interventions in adolescent reproductive and sexual health, prenatal sex selection and population data use and planning.

