Indonesia

Overview

With almost 230 million people, Indonesia is the world’s fourth most populous country. While the 1997 economic crisis hampered progress made in the 1980s and 1990s and led to a considerable increase in the number of poor, poverty in Indonesia is declining again. The country has already met the MDG target for poverty for the percentage of population living on less than a dollar a day.

There has been a steady decline in fertility. The contraceptive prevalence rate for any method is 61.4 per cent, but provinces vary substantially. The maternal mortality ratio has declined but remains the only ICPD and MDG goal that Indonesia has not yet achieved. Skilled health personnel attend 73 per cent of births, but again, provinces vary substantially. 
Indonesia’s population is young: more than a quarter are between ages 10 and 24. National and subnational policies and programs do not fully address the rights of the youth to reproductive health information and services including family planning. 

HIV/AIDS prevalence is still relatively low, though it is increasing rapidly in some provinces. At present, HIV/AIDS is most prevalent among 20-29 year olds and is concentrated among high-risk groups including injecting drug users, and sex workers and their clients. UNFPA worked with the National AIDS Commission to develop and launch the National Strategy to Address HIV and AIDS among Women 2007-2010.

Indonesia has progressed markedly in reducing gender disparity in education and literacy. For example, the ratio of girls to boys in primary education has reached 96 per cent, but not all provinces have this high ratio. Women are poorly represented in Indonesia’s political and legislative sector. 

The Government recognizes gender-based violence as a serious concern, and enacted the Bill on the Elimination of Domestic Violence in 2004. Through advocacy efforts, UNFPA has succeeded in pushing local governments to enact several regulations including those on domestic violence and trafficking.
