Jordan
Overview
Jordan continues to develop and grow in spit of the volatile situation in the region.  This growth is contributing to better education, health and other social welfare indicators.  Primary school enrollment is universal for boys and girls and secondary enrollment rates are also high.  However, despite being highly educated, women constitute only 18 per cent of the labour force.
The population will reach more than 6 million by the end of 2009 with an average annual growth rate of 3.1 per cent. A detailed National Agenda provides a roadmap for the country’s development goals by the year 2017.  The Government has so far developed two national executive programmes for the years 2005-2008 and 2009-2011, based on this Agenda and the MDGs.  A national report on progress in implementing the ICPD Plan of Action was published in 2009 and the country’s second report on progress in achieving the MDGs is also expected.
Jordan is witnessing a demographic transition and more of its population is now in the working age group. The Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation and the Higher Population Council developed a policy document to help the country benefit from the opportunity and meet the challenges of this demographic transition.

The total fertility rate is 3.0 lifetime births per woman with 57 per cent of women using any method of contraception. Infant mortality rates have dropped from 38 per thousand births in 1990 to 21 per thousand in 2007. Moreover, the under-five mortality rates dropped from 38 per 1,000 in 1990 to 24 per 1,000 in 2007. Consequently, the life expectancy in Jordan is more than 70 years.

Though HIV/AIDS prevalence is less than 0.1 per cent of the population, the government has developed several strategies that include a national plan and programmes to combat AIDS through relevant institutions, in addition to awareness raising campaigns.

Despite the positive results realized during the last fifteen years, Jordan is still facing great challenges particularly due to the slow demographic transformation, the international economic crisis, the rapid urban population growth, increased pressures on natural resources, and the deterioration of the environment.
