Kazakhstan

Overview
Kazakhstan, with a population of 15.6 million, has a larger economy than all of the other Central Asian states combined because of its vast natural resources. The economy had been growing rapidly until it stagnated in late 2008 due to the global financial crisis. The Government’s concern about the economic downturn and declining revenues has resulted in a slowdown of progress on health and social issues.
The total fertility rate was estimated at 2.4 lifetime births per woman in 2009. The Government has pursued a pronatalist policy, and the birth rate reached 23 per 1,000 population in 2008—the highest rate recorded in the previous 10 years. Mortality continues to be higher among men than women, resulting in a 10-year difference in life expectancy.

The maternal mortality ratio, at 140 deaths per 100,000 live births, remains high compared with European countries. The Government has made little progress in this area since 2000. Nearly all women deliver in health facilities, but the quality of care in many facilities is substandard, particularly in outlying regions. In addition, 1 in 3 pregnancies reportedly end in abortion, which remains one of the main causes of maternal deaths. Only about 49 per cent of married women used modern contraception.

Women’s social status may be worsening, evidenced by emerging gender differences in income, employment, wage rates and health status. The government developed a draft Gender Policy Concept to address these growing disparities, but issues such as violence against women are still not addressed, nor are statistics collected on domestic violence.

The 2006-2010 National AIDS programme is run by the National Health Council in cooperation with numerous government agencies and with funding from the Government and several bilateral and multilateral donors.  The Global Fund renewed its grant to Kazakhstan in 2007 for an additional $35 million over five years. As a result of significant funding and government commitment, HIV infections have been kept at a low level. The majority of those living with HIV/AIDS are injecting drug users. Two-thirds of those with HIV are men, although infections among women are on the rise.

