Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of

Overview

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), with 23.9 million people, is a food deficit country and needs massive food assistance, especially after years of severe food shortages. Crippled by over a decade of economic difficulties, the health service system has deteriorated to a level that has led to a sharp increase in maternal mortality and most other major health indicators, especially for women and children. The economic recovery from 2003, brought about through increased international assistance, relaxed economic policies, and a record high of food production, has contributed to slight improvements in the health system, but service levels are not up to where they were in the 1980s. Health practitioners with knowledge and skills by international standards, adequate infrastructure and medical supplies at the primary health care level are the main challenges. Capacity in data collection and monitoring of health indicators are also problematic.
DPRK has no explicit population policy or program, and family planning continues to be a subject of low interest to the Government. The total fertility rate has declined over the last decade and is currently 1.85 lifetime births per woman.
DPRK continues to be an HIV/AIDS free country, according to its official report. To gather more data on this issue, UNFPA has designed a study on reproductive tract infections. The Ministry of Public Health has approved the study, which will be carried out in 2009. 
A modern population census, living up to international standards and quality, was conducted in 2008 with technical and financial support from UNFPA.
