Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Overview

Lao People’s Democratic Republic, with 6.3 million people, is one of the poorest countries in Asia. While poverty has steadily been reduced in recent years, the gap between rich and poor and regional variations have widened.
The HIV prevalence in the general population remains low, but varies considerably across risk groups and locations. Reductions in age-specific fertility rates and increases in the contraceptive prevalence rates are remarkable outcomes observed during the past five years. On the other hand, the slow increase in the number of births assisted by skilled birth attendants (SBA) and the limited availability of emergency obstetric and neonatal care suggest weaknesses in the health service provision that could threaten progress on maternal mortality ratios in the future. UNFPA provided support to the SBA Assessment conducted in 2008 that informed the preparation of the SBA Development Plan spearheaded by the Ministry of Health (MOH). The plan aims to ensure the presence of SBA at deliveries and access to emergency obstetric and neonatal care especially for women in rural and remote communities. The MOH has officially launched the plan and is commencing implementation in 2009.

Fewer girls than boys are enrolled at all levels of education, which adversely affects women’s prospects of non-agricultural wage employment. The Ministry of Education has developed the Educator Sector Development Framework (ESDF) in 2008 that articulated the strategic priorities for assuring equitable access and improving quality and efficiency of education services including education sector governance and performance management. With the completion of the ESDF, the Government is now in the process of submitting its application for accession into the Fast Track Initiative to help support the Education for All goal of universal primary school completion.

The National Social Economic Development Plan 2006-2010 (NSEDP) incorporates the National Population and Development Policy and includes targets on lowering population growth, under-5 mortality, infant mortality, maternal mortality and increasing life expectancy. The NSEDP also has targets on improving access to education and involvement of women in local decision-making, and addressing the needs of under served ethnic groups including their access to social services.
