Latvia

Overview

Since independence in 1991, the Government of Latvia has implemented reforms in the political, social and economic sectors.  In 2004, the country gained membership in both the European Union and NATO, along with its Baltic neighbors, Estonia and Lithuania. 
Latvia’s population of 2.2 million is currently declining at -0.4 per cent annually. By 2050, the population is expected to have shrunk to 1.9 million. The total fertility rate is quite low at 1.4 children per woman but has been rising in recent years. Low fertility has resulted in substantial societal ageing as 23 per cent of the population is above 60 years of age. By 2050, that proportion is expected to rise to 35 per cent. A wide disparity in life expectancy at birth still exists in Latvia. Life expectancy for males is 67.9 years, nearly 10 years less than female life expectancy of 77.5.
The prevalence of HIV/AIDS is now among Europe’s highest, an issue the Government has called a major concern. In 2001, 0.3 per cent of adults aged 15 to 49 were estimated to be infected with HIV, but that proportion rose to 0.8 per cent in 2007. A national policy to limit the spread of HIV/AIDS has been implemented in cooperation with UN agencies and NGOs, under the auspices of the Inter-ministerial Coordination Committee on AIDS and STIs. The pandemic expanded rapidly in the most vulnerable and high-risk groups of the population — youth, injecting drug users, men who have sex with men and sex workers.
The country has made progress on the MDGs. In 1997, 9.0 per cent of seats in the National Parliament were held by women. That proportion rose to 20 per cent by 2009. The goal of reducing child mortality by two-thirds also appears attainable as the mortality of children under age 5 declined from 17 child deaths per 1,000 births in 1990 to 9 in 2007.
