The Marshall Islands

Overview

The Marshall Islands consist of 29 coral atolls and five reef islands covering almost 2 million sq km of ocean in the northern Pacific. Most of the population lives in Majuro Atoll and Ebeye Island. The Government is the largest employer and the economy is heavily dependent on donor funds. The economy combines a small subsistence sector with a modern urban sector. As a result of the Government’s liberal foreign investment policy, small business investment has increased; more traders from Asian countries are proving stiff competition for established local stores.
The total population was estimated at 58,000 in 2006, growing at a rate of 2.4 per cent per year. The total fertility rate had declined to an estimated 3.9 lifetime births per woman. The population of the Marshall Islands is very young, with nearly a third below age 15. The adolescent fertility rate is high at 88 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19. Indicators for maternal health show that 95 per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel. However, most births in rural areas are attended by traditional midwives. 
UNFPA has worked to increase national commitment and strengthen the Government’s capacity to formulate and update national policies, strategies and programmes on sexual and reproductive health in the areas of maternal health, emergency obstetric care, family planning, reproductive health commodity security, adolescent sexual and reproductive health and sexually transmitted infections including HIV. UNFPA is also building the capacity of the Government to integrate population, gender equality and human rights and the reproductive rights of women and adolescent girls into national policies and development frameworks and to implement relevant interventions.
