Mozambique

Overview

Mozambique is a least developed country, ranked 175 out of 179 countries on the UNDP Human Development Index. The HIV/AIDS pandemic is the most devastating threat to the country’s 20 million residents, with the potential to wipe out past gains in health and life expectancy. The incidence of HIV/AIDS is disproportionately higher among young females. Mozambique has a high maternal mortality ratio of 520 deaths per 100,000 live births, modern contraceptive prevalence is low and there is a high unmet need for family planning.
Mozambique’s National Population Policy Action Plan is an integral part of a comprehensive Absolute Poverty Reduction Programme, which seeks to reduce poverty while addressing issues such as sexual and reproductive health and rights, HIV/AIDS, education and gender equality.

The Government has approved a National Gender Policy that strengthens the country’s inheritance rights protection for women and children. The minimum age for marriage for both boys and girls has been increased to 18 in an effort to reduce adolescent childbearing. Parliament is currently discussing a proposed law on violence against women, based on a draft submitted in 2006. UNFPA played a key role in promoting the proposed law. With the law’s approval, the country will comply with international commitments it has signed. 
The Strategy to Accelerate HIV Prevention in Mozambique has been approved, and includes adolescents and youth among the key vulnerable groups. The Government and partners are committing resources to meet the reproductive health needs of adolescents and young adults.  

The international community has provided generous funding for the treatment of HIV/AIDS, but inadequate technical, human and institutional capacities remain a major challenge to scaling-up the antiretroviral treatment programme. 

A road map to accelerate maternal mortality reduction and a national strategic plan to achieve MDGs 4 and 5 have been approved. UNFPA has provided technical support to develop key policies, strategies and norms and to revise the health information system and frameworks to incorporate sexual and reproductive health indicators; in-service training of health personnel on emergency obstetric care; and planning, procurement and funding of contraceptives, condoms and other commodities. 

Challenges facing the Poverty Reduction Programme include persistent regional disparities, poor governance systems and lack of qualified personnel in sexual and reproductive health. 

