Nicaragua
Overview
Nicaragua, with a population of 5.8 million, is the second-poorest country in Latin America after Haiti. While the country has made progress over the past few years, economic growth has been far too low to meet the country's needs and the situation has worsened with the international financial crisis in 2009. Pervasive poverty has deepened, and income inequality especially affects women. The Government has approved a National Human Development Plan 2009- 2011 aiming to reduce the effects of the crisis on more vulnerable groups; this plan is under revision by the IMF. 

Some significant advances have been achieved in terms of gender. The National Assembly approved legislation in 2008 which embodies equality of rights and opportunities.  A Gender Policy has been drafted to apply a gender perspective in public policies.

Nicaragua has reduced infant mortality to 28 deaths per 1,000 live births. Modern contraceptive prevalence has also improved significantly — 73 per cent of women in union currently use contraception. There has also been a significant reduction in the educational gap between urban and rural areas. The total fertility rate has declined to 2.7; however, a great disparity in contraceptive use between the poorest quintile and the wealthier quintiles remains. 

Domestic violence is a significant problem. According to ENDESA 2006/07, half of ever married women had experienced physical, sexual or emotional violence at least once in their lifetimes, and 10 per cent had experienced all three types of violence. The Government recognizes the need to implement a systematic prevention campaign to address the high incidence of sexual violence and discrimination against women as well as the risky sexual practices among youth who have low awareness of the need to prevent STIs and HIV. Sexuality education has been introduced in the curricula by the Ministry of Education (2008) and non formal sexuality education is being implemented by some municipalities and NGOs. 

The main challenges include: limited access to maternal health services; only 74 per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel; meeting the sexual and reproductive health needs of adolescents and youth, especially the high pregnancy rates (109 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to19), and the increased incidence of HIV/AIDS among youth; gender inequality, domestic violence and the limited involvement of men in sexual and reproductive health issues.

