Panama

Overview

Many of Panama’s health indicators are promising. Its total fertility rate has decreased from 3.0 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 2.5 in 2009. Levels of under-5 mortality have also decreased and the maternal mortality ratio is trending downward again (130 deaths per 100,00 live births), after almost tripling between 1990 and 2005.  
Panama is undergoing an economic boom driven by construction demand for retirement tourism and the expansion of the Panama Canal, which is leading to increased internal and external migration. While poverty levels have fallen substantially from almost half of the population, the socio-economic gap continues to widen. Panama recently passed Brazil as the most unequal country in the region.  
The current political landscape is not promising for sexual and reproductive health issues due to the rise of conservative religious groups opposed to the ICPD agenda and their influence at the national level.  A bill in support of sexual and reproductive health, introduced in 2008 after a year of lobbying and consensus building, was withdrawn due to increased pressure from conservative groups and the Catholic Church. 
The Intersectoral National Commission on HIV/AIDS was established with a solid budget to advance prevention.  The Ministry of Health has been promoting condom use to prevent STDs and HIV/AIDS but integration with sexual and reproductive health activities has been hampered by conservative actors.

Security issues are at a critical stage, especially along the Colombian border, and are linked to illegal migration, drug trafficking and Colombian guerrilla activities.  
The country is preparing for its 2010 Census with support from UNFPA.  It is currently in the midst of its demographic transition and has the opportunity to take advantage of the bonus to strengthen its development.
