Rwanda

Overview

Rwanda is a least developed country, ranking 165 out of 179 countries on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. Presidential and Parliamentary elections were conducted in 2003 after years of ethnic strife that culminated in the 1994 genocide. The Government is still grappling with the effects of the genocide. The maternal mortality ratio (1,300 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births) and the infant mortality rate (76 deaths per 1,000 live births) are among the highest in the world. HIV prevalence is estimated at 3 per cent of the adult population.

Nearly a quarter of the country’s 10 million inhabitants are between the ages of 15 and 24.  With a total fertility rate of 5.3 lifetime births per woman, one of the major challenges facing the Government is whether economic growth will keep pace with population growth. The Government is taking steps to curb the spread of HIV/AIDS. Youth-friendly centres have been established and behaviour-change communication efforts are taking place in several districts in the country, with UNFPA assistance.

In January 2007, Rwanda was designated as one of the pilot countries for the UN Delivering as One initiative, at the request of the Government. The initiative aims to improve the impact, coherence and efficiency of the UN system.

The first Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS), from 2001, has been evaluated and a second-generation PRS, the Economic and Development Poverty Reduction Strategy, has been developed. The strategy provides the foundation for a five-year development plan and will aid the Government in attaining the MDGs.

The Government is implementing a decentralization programme aimed at improving local and regional governance. The Government has approved a National Population Policy for Sustainable Development. Population and reproductive health are now high priorities for development in the national agenda; however, the budget allocated to reproductive health remains low and is likely to worsen given the international economic crisis. Significant efforts are needed by UNFPA and other partners to ensure population factors are integrated in national priorities, and sufficient resources are allocated to tackle population and reproductive health issues.

Rwanda has made significant gains in women’s representation in government and one half of Parliamentarians are women. 
