Saint Lucia

Overview

Saint Lucia is an independent Caribbean island state in the Commonwealth of Nations and a member of the British Commonwealth realms recognizing Queen Elizabeth as monarch. Tourism is the country’s main source of revenue. Saint Lucia’s rank on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index has moved up from 71 in 2004 to 66. In its response to a 2003 UN inquiry, the Government viewed its fertility rate at the time, 2.8 lifetime births per woman, as too high. Fertility has since declined to replacement level. The total population of this Caribbean island is estimated at 172,000. The population growth rate is 1 per cent per year. The Government is also concerned about the ageing of the population.
Virtually all pregnant women in Saint Lucia have at least one antenatal care visit and are attended by skilled personnel during delivery. The infant mortality rate is 14 deaths per 1,000 live births. The adolescent fertility rate is moderately high at 53 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. Knowledge of HIV and how to prevent it remains low among youth. 

Primary school enrolment rates are an impressive 100 per cent, with 95 per cent of all children reaching the fifth grade. Saint Lucia has made progress towards empowering women, and the number of women in Parliament has increased. 

In 2006, UNFPA conducted stakeholder meetings in Saint Lucia and other Caribbean countries to obtain input on sexual and reproductive health needs and population matters. The UNFPA and the OPEC Fund are implementing a project for HIV/AIDS prevention among vulnerable youth in Saint Lucia and several other Caribbean countries where HIV rates among young people have risen. In Saint Lucia, the project includes life skills for at-risk youth living in difficult circumstances.
