Samoa

Overview

Samoa consists of two main islands, Savaii and Upolu, and several smaller ones. Nearly 80 per cent of the country’s population of 179,000 lives in rural areas. Although Samoa has the highest rate of natural increase, net population growth is reasonable because of emigration. Samoans continue to migrate to New Zealand, Australia and the United States. 

The Government gives priority to education and health in its development strategy, spending 17 per cent of its total budget on the health sector. Rural and village health services are co-managed by an extensive network of women’s committees. Tertiary-level care is available at the National Hospital. The public contributes to offsetting health costs through user fees. 

The Samoan education system and infrastructure are well established, including a university and the School of Agriculture of the University of the South Pacific. Despite being classified as a least developed country, Samoa has had significant economic growth in recent years and is currently scheduled to graduate from least development status in 2010. Public sector reforms have led to increased efficiencies. Economic growth is driven by fisheries, agriculture, tourism and manufacturing. Remittances from Samoans abroad amount to nearly 20 per cent of GDP. 

Apia, the Samoan capital, hosts a number of UN Pacific regional offices, including FAO, UNESCO, UN Development Program, UNICEF and UNFPA. Samoa was a signatory to CEDAW in 1992 and has submitted a report. Advocacy for women’s rights and human rights is strong. Women’s access to education and health equals men’s access. Samoa is on track to achieve the MDGs by 2015 and has achieved most of the ICPD goals. 
UNFPA funded an Adolescent Reproductive Health Programme for improved accessibility and availability of quality information, education and services for both in-school and out-of-school youth. In partnership with Australian Aid and New Zealand Aid, UNFPA funds the Reproductive Health Commodity Security Project to ensure adequate management, logistics support and timely delivery of essential reproductive health (RH) commodities and contraceptives; Fiji’s Ministry of Health is providing a UNFPA-managed regional warehouse for RH commodities.
