Saudi Arabia

Overview

Saudi Arabia’s population is estimated at 25.7 million, with 81 per cent living in urban areas. The annual population growth rate declined from 5.0 per cent in 1975 to 2.0 per cent in 2009. During the same period, the total fertility rate fell from 7.3 lifetime births per woman to 3.0. Young people under age 15 account for 32 per cent of the population. The Ministry of Economy and Planning has begun work on a national youth strategy aimed at enhancing participation of youth in national development.

The Government’s policies are pronatalist, reflecting concerns about the population’s proportion of native-born citizens. In its response to a recent UN inquiry, the Government indicated that the size of the country’s working-age population is of major concern and it considers the level of immigration to be too high. The return of Saudi nationals is being encouraged. Adolescent fertility and HIV/AIDS are also of major concern.

Saudi Arabia is committed to achieving the MDGs and has incorporated many of them into the Eighth Development Plan (2005-2009). Saudi Arabia has experienced marked decreases in infant and child mortality since the mid-1980s, attributed in part to an increase in the number of hospitals and health facilities. Major improvements were also registered in the maternal mortality ratio, currently estimated at 18 deaths per 100,000 live births. Ninety-one per cent of deliveries take place with skilled attendants.

The gender gap in education has been bridged in a relatively short period, providing women with the education and skills needed to participate in the labour market. In an effort to increase and diversify work opportunities for women, in 2004 the Council of Ministers endorsed a package of measures designed to bring about change in the patterns and scope of women’s participation in economic activity.

