Senegal 
Overview

Senegal, located at the extreme west of Africa, is ranked among the least developed countries. Senegal’s population is estimated at 12.5 million, with a growth rate of 2.6 per cent per year. The 2008 review of the country’s strategy for reducing poverty revealed significant progress towards achieving the goals and objectives of the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs. 

Senegal has made strides in improving access to education and greater equity in enrolment between boys and girls. Gender parity has been reached at the elementary school level. Illiteracy among adult is high among both men and women, but women are considerably more likely to be illiterate than men. 
Infant mortality has declined significantly from 95 deaths per 1,000 live births to 59. The prenatal consultation rate was 88 per cent in 2008. Fertility has declined slowly, from 6.5 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 5 births per woman. Only about 12 per cent of women currently in union use any contraceptive method. Adolescent fertility is high at 100 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19.
Senegal continues to give enormous attention to HIV prevention, and these efforts have helped to contain overall prevalence to 0.7 per cent (2005). 
Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) is still widely practiced, but more and more villages are abandoning the practice. On a national level, 28 per cent of women undergo FGM/C, with some regional levels ranging from 85 per cent to 94 per cent. UNFPA, in partnership with UNICEF, has supported programs to accelerate the abandonment of FGM/C in more than 3,300 villages.
UNFPA has built capacity in family planning, emergency obstetrical and neonatal care and repair of obstetric fistula for health professionals as part of the National Road Map to reduce maternal and neonatal mortality and morbidity. With the World Bank, UNFPA has invested in improved data collection and statistical measurement. It supports attention to issues of population, reproductive health and gender in the national poverty reduction strategy. UNFPA has made progress in gaining national attention to address gender-based violence, reproductive health commodity security and the sexual and reproductive health needs of youth.  
