Serbia
Overview

In 2009, Serbia, a low-fertility country with a population of 9.9 million, was growing slowly as a result of a total fertility rate of only 1.6 lifetime births per woman and the gradual ageing of its society. The country’s population growth rate has declined to 0.2 per cent per year. In 2006, Serbia separated from Montenegro when the latter became independent. Life expectancy at birth in Serbia is relatively high, 71.9 for males and 76.6 for females.
Contraceptive use is quite low in Serbia. Only 19 per cent of married women are using a modern method while an additional 22 per cent use a traditional method such as withdrawal. The level of abortion in Serbia is the highest in Europe. There are between 150,000 and 200,000 abortions in Serbia each year, 7,000 of which are among girls younger than 18. That compares to about 90,000 annual births. Early education for girls in sexual and reproductive health is an important need. The Ministry of Labour and Social Policy adopted a national Pronatal Strategy in 2008 focused on reproductive health, especially contraceptive use; the prevention of STIs; and the treatment of infertility. The Ministry of Health, jointly with the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the Ministry for Human and Minority Rights, and the Roma Decade Secretariat, have emphasized the inclusion of Roma in priority programmes, particularly health, education, employment and housing. 

UNFPA and the Ministry of Health have developed a joint proposal on the prevention of cervical cancer. Serbia has a high incidence of cervical cancer (29.7 cases per 100,000 women). The development of this proposal was welcomed by both the Ministry and the Republican Commission on Cervical Cancer. 

Serbia now has a real opportunity to achieve the ICPD/MDG targets and to work with local stakeholders in achieving these priorities. The opportunity is enhanced because of the availability of well-trained reproductive health and family planning staff, trained with the support of UNFPA during the 1990s. 
