Seychelles
Overview

The Seychelles, an archipelago of about 115 islands, gained independence from Britain in 1976 but remains a member of the Commonwealth of Nations. In 1979, the country’s constitution established a one-party republic. In 1992, a multiparty system took effect.
Seychelles’ socio-economic progress has been one of the most successful among developing countries. According to the 2002 Census, literacy stood at 91 per cent of the population aged 15 and older and half of the population had completed secondary school. The country has achieved the MDG of gender parity in primary schooling. In 2009, the Education Ministry launched a project to increase literacy among adults who had less schooling opportunities during their lifetime. Despite its small population size, the country plans to open its first university in the near future. 
Seychelles has essentially completed its demographic transition, with a total fertility rate of 2.1 children per woman and a population growth rate of 0.5 per cent per year. Adolescent fertility is 54 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. Life expectancy at birth had reached 69 years for males and 77 years for females in 2006 and infant mortality was a low 12 deaths per 1,000 live births. The country is on target to achieve the MDG of halving the under-5 mortality rate by 2015. 
In its policy report to the United Nations, Seychelles indicated that HIV/AIDS had become a major concern. The Ministry of Health and Social Development conducts an annual promotion for HIV/AIDS awareness. HIV education and testing sites have been set up. The number of cases is just under 400 and 70 people have died from AIDS. Additionally, the number of new cases has risen from fewer than 20 per year in the late 1990s to currently over 40 per year.
