Singapore

Overview

With a population of 4.7 million, Singapore has a highly developed and successful free market economy, stable prices and one of the world’s higher per capita GDPs. Rising standards of living, high levels of education, good housing, safe water supply, sanitation and universal access to medical services have all helped to improve the health of Singaporeans. Youth aged 15 and younger account for 16 per cent of the total population, while older adults aged 60 and over account for 15 per cent. Life expectancy at birth is 83.4 years for women and 78.3 for men. 

Contraceptive supplies, provided by the Ministry of Health as well as public and private doctors, are readily available to the entire population. The total fertility rate is low at 1.2 lifetime births per woman, and 100 per cent of deliveries are attended by skilled personnel. The maternal mortality ratio is 14 deaths per 100,000 live births. The infant mortality rate is 2 deaths per 1,000 live births.

The Government began a family planning program immediately after independence in 1965. After a decade of below replacement fertility, the Government replaced the policy in 1987 with one that is selectively pronatalist. Today the program provides a comprehensive set of clinical services and a wide range of social and fiscal incentives to achieve replacement level fertility of 2.1 lifetime births per woman. 

In response to a 2007 UN inquiry regarding government views and policies on population issues, Singapore reported that it viewed its annual population growth rate and fertility level to be too low. It is concerned about the size of the working-age population and ageing of the population. The Government is also concerned about HIV/AIDS and has implemented such measures as blood screening, information and education campaigns, antiretroviral treatment and distribution of condoms. The Government also reported the level of immigration to be too low and emigration too high. It hopes to raise the level of immigration, especially by increasing the number of permanent settlements and highly skilled workers. The Government is also encouraging the return of Singaporean nationals.
