Slovenia

Overview

Since independence from the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in 1991, Slovenia has built a stable Parliamentary democracy and a free market economy. Slovenia enjoys the highest GNI PPP per capita of the transition economies in Central Europe, US$26,910. It gained membership in NATO and the European Union in 2004.
Slovenia’s low total fertility rate, 1.4 lifetime births per woman, has recently been rising more rapidly than total fertility rates in other newly independent states. Because fertility has been below replacement level for some time, it is expected that the country’s current population of 2 million will barely grow, or even slightly decline, by 2050. As a result, the proportion of its population aged 60 and over is now quite high at 22 per cent, and is expected to increase to 37 per cent by 2050, barring any very substantial rise in the birth rate.

Life expectancy at birth in Slovenia has risen to a level comparable to that of many Western European countries, 75.2 years for males and 82.4 for females. Although the under-five mortality rate has been comparatively low for some time, Slovenia has made excellent progress on reducing it still further, from 11 deaths per 1,000 births in 1990 to 4 in 2007. The prevalence of HIV/AIDS is very low in the country, according to UNAIDS estimates, and the country does not appear to be at risk of a major HIV outbreak.
Legislation in Slovenia promotes equal opportunity for women in various fields including politics, the economy, social life and education. The Government also established a National Programme for Equal Opportunity for Women and created a Department for Equal Opportunity. Still, women hold only 13 per cent of seats in Parliament.
