Swaziland

Overview

Swaziland, with a population of 1.2 million in 2009 and growing at a rate of 1.5 per cent per year, is ranked 141 out of 179 countries on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. The economy has been hard hit by the HIV/AIDS pandemic. The prevalence of HIV/AIDS, which is the one of the highest in the world, increased rapidly during the 1990s. Swaziland has experienced a rapid increase in the number of children orphaned by AIDS children, currently estimated at 120,000, and tuberculosis fatalities have been worsened by the emergence of a resistant strain of TB. The infant mortality rate (66 deaths per 1,000 live births) and maternal mortality ratio (390 deaths per 100,000 live births) are relatively high.
The Government is committed to addressing these population and development issues, including reproductive health and gender, and collaborates with development partners, including UN organisations and NGOs, in implementing the Swaziland National Population Policy, the National Health Policy, HIV and AIDS Policy, the Youth Policy and their accompanying strategies and action plans. All these policies and strategies operationalize the country’s Poverty Reduction Strategy and Action Plan (PRSAP) which was officially launched in 2008.

The Government has intensified efforts to curb the HIV/AIDS pandemic and has incorporated HIV/AIDS prevention efforts into the country’s PRSAP. The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, as well as bilateral donors, have provided funding to support HIV/AIDS prevention activities.  Antiretroviral therapy is widely available for the prevention of mother-to-child transmission, and population and family life education has been introduced into all schools. Furthermore, the number of youth-friendly reproductive health services has increased. 

In an attempt to reduce the maternal and infant mortality, health personnel have been trained to improve emergency obstetric services in health centres. Primary health care services at local clinics have been highly subsidized, increasing access for the poor.

Lack of adequate human resources, especially in the health sector, and inadequate equipment and supplies at the maternity units remain major challenges to achieving the MDGs.

