Tunisia

Overview
Tunisia is in the last phase of its demographic transition from high to low fertility. The country’s population of 10 million is growing at 1 per cent per year. With one fifth of its population between the ages of 15 and 24, Tunisia is investing significantly in youth education and development, and in improving the health status of Tunisians living in rural areas and their access to reproductive health services.
Nearly 90 per cent of all births take place with skilled attendants. Sixty per cent of women use contraception. The maternal mortality ratio is 100 deaths per 100,000 live births and infant mortality is 18 deaths per 1,000 live births. The adolescent fertility rate in 2006 was only 6 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. 
Tunisia implemented a consultative process to develop a national youth strategy that includes sexual and reproductive health (SRH), targeting in-school and out-of-school youth. This strategy will enable UNFPA to sharpen its support and interventions in SRH for youth and better respond to their needs. UNFPA has also supported research on the integration of reproductive health into other health services. 
An assessment of women’s participation in public life informed advocacy efforts to improve laws protecting women’s rights and increase their participation in public life. UNFPA worked on building intersectoral support in the Government for youth-focused health and social programmes. The Government also committed to implementing a strategy to address gender-based violence. The 11th National Plan devoted considerable attention to gender issues, reproductive health, maternal and infant mortality and youth. With bilateral assistance from Spain and other donors, Tunisia is addressing youth employment and migration, gender-based violence and HIV/AIDS. 
