Turkey

Overview

Turkey is a middle-income developing country that has virtually completed its demographic transition. Its total fertility rate has declined to 2.1 lifetime births per woman, and life expectancy at birth has risen to 70 years for males and 75 for females. The country’s population of 74.8 million is growing at 1.2 per cent per year. This relatively high population growth rate, given the total fertility rate, results from an earlier period of higher fertility. Nearly half of Turkey’s population is below age 25. 

Contraceptive prevalence remains low in Turkey; only 43 per cent of women reported using a modern method in the 2003 Turkish Demographic and Health Survey. Turkey has already reached the maternal mortality MDG goal and has shown considerable progress towards the infant mortality goal. However, the national reproductive health programme did not show much progress in 2008. Turkey's efforts for accession to the European Union (EU) have slowed somewhat. The European Commission’s (EC) 2008 progress report pointed to problems in Turkey such as women’s rights and employment. Increasingly negative public reaction to the EU and decreasing willingness to join are also more apparent. Combined with the Government’s slow but steady move towards greater conservatism, these reactions may prove significant barriers to reaching MDG goals. The long-term success of the national family planning programme may be endangered if the Government decides to support pronatalist policies.

The EC delegation is also dissatisfied with the performance of EC-funds recipients in Turkey. This may lead to decreased funding in ICPD-related areas. EC funds are not currently available for reproductive health issues. The EC funding support for women’s rights continues, but if efforts in this area are perceived to be inadequate, NGO programmes may be greatly affected. Legal measures to protect women’s rights are in place, such as the Family Protection Law and new civil and penal codes, but will need increased attention and enforcement.

