Turkmenistan

Overview

Turkmenistan has experienced steady growth in GDP since the late 1990s, although its per capita income is still just above the average for developing countries. The current Government has sought to make additional market-oriented reforms and improve health and education for the country’s 5.1 million people.
Fertility has declined substantially. Between 1990 and 2009, the total fertility rate dropped from 4.3 lifetime births per woman to 2.4. Though the population growth rate remains high at 1.3 per cent per year, the rate of growth is declining. Over 60 per cent of married women use some type of contraception, but only about 45 per cent use modern methods. 

Despite improvements in infant and maternal mortality over the past years, they still remain high: the maternal mortality ratio is 130 deaths per 100,000 live births and the infant mortality rate is 45 deaths per 1,000 live births. Maternal mortality is caused mostly by complications during pregnancy and delivery, while infants die from respiratory diseases, postnatal complications and infectious and parasitic diseases. 
The Government continues to be the sole actor in most aspects of development, including health, which hinders the participation of civil society and advancement toward achieving the MDGs. The Government also has a history of keeping data a state secret, making it difficult to obtain official statistics. Nevertheless, the Government has committed to align national legislation with international standards, for example, with regard to the minimum legal age of marriage and the practice of polygamy. The Institute of Democracy and Human Rights will include reproductive rights in its 2010 national CEDAW report.
In the areas of reproductive health, the Government has improved reproductive health commodity security and has expanded family life education to all grades of secondary school as a mandatory subject. It is also committed to improving the quality of reproductive health care, including maternal health services with a focus on emergency obstetric care, and screening and treatment for cervical cancer.

